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Introductory Statement: 

Homework provides the children with the opportunity of revisiting learning experiences encountered during 
the school day and of practising the skills and concepts associated with those learning experiences. The 
children are expected to do their homework to the best of their ability – no more, no less. 

The teaching staff of Scoil Mhuire na Trócaire, Ardee, formulated this policy in consultation with our Parents’ 
Association Committee and it is reviewed regularly, most recently in September 2022. 

Rationale: 

▪ Teachers feel that homework provides a link between the school/teacher and parent(s). 
▪ Teachers feel that a homework policy assists consistency between classes especially when there are 

split classes, job-share arrangements etc. 
▪ Teachers feel that homework reinforces what the child learns during the day. 
▪ Teachers feel that homework can aid the development of a child’s concentration skills and work ethic. 

 

School Ethos: 

Scoil Mhuire na Trócaire promotes the holistic development of all our pupils and helps them to achieve their 
full potential. It is our belief that homework encourages pupils to work independently and to take responsibility 
for their assignments.  We promote inclusiveness and encourage all of our pupils to participate in their 
assignments to the best of their ability. 

Aims: 

In introducing this homework policy we hope to: 

✓ develop study skills and independent learning  
✓ enhance pupil learning 
✓ strengthen links between home and school 
✓ promote a similar approach to homework across all classes. 

 

Guidelines re. Homework: 

➢ In infant classes the emphasis is on reading/listening/shared reading and oral work as homework.  A 
small amount of written work may be given to Junior Infants.  A small amount of written tasks is given 
to senior infants. 

➢ In middle and senior classes there is a balance between reading, learning and written tasks.  The balance 
may vary from day-to-day.   

➢ Digital learning may also be part of homework e.g. tasks may be assigned on Seesaw or Google 
Classroom or pupils may be asked to practise skills on educational apps such as Numbots or Times 
Tables Rockstars.  

➢ Provision is made for children with special needs – all pupils are encouraged to participate in homework 
assignments and where appropriate to complete them to the best of their ability. 
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➢ All classes from 2nd class up have a homework journal.  Parents are expected to sign the homework 
journal (2nd-6th classes) and homework sheet (1st Class).  

➢ If homework is not completed the class teacher will communicate this with parents via the homework 
journal and/or Aladdin App.   Parents are requested to sign the note sent home in the homework journal. 

➢ Homework is assigned at various times of the school day e.g. following a lesson, end of the day, 
depending on the class teacher.  

➢ Homework is assigned from Monday to Wednesday. Thursday is designated “Family Friendly 
Thursday” when no written homework is assigned. Families are encouraged to do an activity together, 
e.g. read a story, play a board game, get some exercise etc. At teachers’ discretion pupils may get no 
homework e.g. on special occasions, as a class reward etc.  

➢ Different children will complete the same homework in different lengths of time.  Time spent will vary 
from day to day and also from the beginning to the end of the school year.  
 

➢ The following are guidelines for time spent at homework: 
 

 

Junior/Senior Infants up to 15 minutes 

Rang 1 up to 30 minutes 

Rang 2 up to 30 minutes 

Rang 3 up to 40 minutes 

Rang 4 up to 40 minutes 

Rang 5 up to 1 hour  

Rang 6 up to 1 hour  

 

➢ Our teachers endeavour to check homework on a daily basis.  Some items of homework may be checked 
by the pupils themselves under the direction of their teacher. 

➢ Homework is not linked to the behaviour of the child when at school. If homework is not completed the 
child may be asked to do it, as well as the next nights homework.  This will depend on each individual's 
circumstances. 

➢ During parent-teacher meetings and at Parents’ Association meetings parents will be made aware of 
homework procedures.  Teachers may also send written guidelines to parents regarding homework. 

➢ The staff understand that personal circumstances vary from child to child but expect parents/guardians 
to be responsible for the supervision of homework. 
 

Pupils: 

It is the responsibility of the pupil to write down homework, take home appropriate books, attempt all 
prescribed tasks and to return homework to school on the due day.  Any child who experiences difficulty with 
homework should approach their class teacher for assistance. 
Middle-Senior Classes: In preparation for secondary school pupils should take increased responsibility for 
their homework as they progress through the primary school. Homework missed three times, without 
reasonable excuse and a note from parents will result in detention at break-time for senior classes.  

 

Parents/Guardians: 

Parents and Guardians can help to establish a routine for doing homework by: 

• Providing a workspace free of distractions and disruptions.   
• Providing support and encouragement while at the same time avoiding excessive help.  Children should 

develop the skills and maturity to independently complete as much work as possible. 
• Informing teachers of difficulties encountered during homework. 
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• Check homework copies and journals for notes and other details, regarding homework, from the class 
teacher. 

• Sign the homework  sheet (1st Class) and the homework journal (2nd Class – 6th Class)  
 

Success Criteria: 

The success of this policy can be ascertained through: 

• Feedback from teachers, pupils and parents. 
• The submission of satisfactory homework exercises and assignments. 

 

Roles & Responsibility: 

The staff, pupils and parents have responsibility for implementing the Homework Policy of Scoil Mhuire na 
Trócaire. 

 

Review: 

This policy will be reviewed every two years and as necessary. 

 

Remember: 

If homework is a stressful experience between parent and child, something is wrong!  This leads to poor 
learning and defeats the whole purpose.  Should this happen on a regular basis please contact the class teacher. 

  

~*~ 
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