
‘The Worst Witch’, by Jill Murphy.   

Chapter One. 

 

1. What is the name of the school in 

the story? 

2. Which 2 friends is the story 

about? Find and copy one detail 

about each of them, and explain 

how it sounds like they are 

different from one another. 

3. Look at the pictures on p7 and p10. What do you think might be 

happening here?  

4. What two colours are used to describe the school, and what impression 

do they give you of it? 

5. Would you like to go to this school? Why/ why not? Explain your answer, 

using some words from the story as your evidence. 

6. Why do you think the writer chose to end the chapter with a question? 

Why is it effective?  

7. What three details might you choose to show Mildred’s character?  

8. What are the two girls worried about in this chapter? Why do you think 

they feel worried? Are they just worried, or are they feeling other 

emotions too? 

9. How would you feel if you were Mildred at the end of the chapter? 

10. What makes this a successful opening chapter? What evidence do you 

have to justify your opinion? 

 

 

 



‘The Worst Witch’, by Jill Murphy.   

Chapter Two. 

 

1. What impressions do the names 

Miss Cackle and Miss Hardbroom 

give of the headteacher and the 

girls’ form mistress? 

2. Do you think that the writer likes 

the school song she has written in 

this chapter? Does she think that 

it is good? Explain your answer. 

3. How is Mildred’s kitten different to all of the others? What words or 

phrases show us that it is different? Find and copy them. 

4. Do you think that Ethel and Mildred would make good friends? Explain 

your answer. 

5. Why does Mildred fly “delightedly” on p19? 

6. How does the kitten remind you of Mildred? 

7. What does “She disappeared- literally” mean? 

8. What two things was Maud right about on p20-21? 

9. Do you think that Mildred’s broomstick-riding with her kitten was a 

success? Explain your answer. 

10. Predict what will happen in the potions test the next morning. 

 


