Scoil Mhuire na Trócaire, Ardee, Co Louth

Nuachtlitir 5 - April 2020
Telephone: (041) 6853152

Website: www.smntardee.ie

E mail: smntadmin@eircom.net

Welcome

to our 5th Newsletter of this school year. In this edition we have tried to share lots of good news
as well as some fabulous photographs of our wonderful pupils. It features pupils’ work, jokes, advice, a science
experiment to try at home, a special message for our Communion classes and lots more – we hope you enjoy it.
Bainigí taitneamh as!

Junior Infants Mrs Rust

Senior Infants Ms McGeeney

Senior Infants Ms Haughian

1st Class Ms Farrell

2nd Class Ms Clinton

2nd Class Mrs O’Malley

3rd Class Ms Greenan/Ms McClean

4th Class Ms Mason

5th Class Ms Clerkin

5th Class Ms Sheridan

6th Class Ms McKenna

Staff

Dear Parents, Guardians and Pupils,
I want to thank and congratulate all parents for the way you have supported your children since our school closed
on 12th March. We’ve all had to adapt and get used to new ways of working. All families are experiencing pressure
due to the ongoing uncertainty, while many are juggling caring with working. In many situations there may be
internet difficulties, there are not enough devices, some family members are ill, caring for relatives, some parents
work on the front line, while others have lost their jobs for now. We know some of our families have experienced
bereavements in the past few weeks and we offer our sincere condolences to them.
Formal schooling is on pause for now, so our objective as teachers is to do our best to facilitate learning
opportunities for our pupils whilst they are at home. Children are missing the routine of attending school, being
taught by their teachers, learning and playing with their friends and following their regular timetables. Likewise,
our staff miss school too and all the amazing children we work with every day. We are delighted (but not a bit
surprised) with the efforts pupils are putting into the home learning activities – Maith sibh a chailíní!
I wish to thank all our staff who have adapted very quickly to these new circumstances and have demonstrated
how creative and caring they are. Teachers working from home also have family commitments and our working
day is much longer than normal. Our staff is still working as a team and are in daily contact with each other by
email and in our new virtual staffroom on Zoom! The needs of our pupils are to the forefront of all our decisions
and we are trying to keep things clear and simple for families. Thank you for your kind messages of gratitude and
appreciation to staff, they are much appreciated. If you would like to share more photos of your home learning
activities, we’d love to see them so please forward them to me by email. Keep up the good work!
Enjoy our newsletter.
Bíodh lá álainn agaibh (Have a good day)

We’ve all faced many challenges in the last few weeks and will continue to do so in
the weeks ahead.
Many families are struggling with the concept of remote learning. We know it’s not
easy, but please be assured that we are here for you every step of the way. You have
email addresses for staff, so if we can help you, or your child, please email and we
will do our best to offer support. The priority in these times is to support the learning
and wellbeing of all pupils. When schools return, the focus for teachers and the
whole school community will be on settling the children back to school, returning to
normality in the classroom and revising and catching up on lost time.
Baking, making jigsaws, reading, phoning grandparents, facetiming a friend, helping you
in the garden – these are all valuable memories and rich learning opportunities that
your children will remember when they look back on this time. Try to do as much
schoolwork as you can but it’s equally important to treasure this time you have with
your children.

As you know, the suggested home learning activities are posted on our school website www.smntardee.ie every
Friday. Teachers are also in regular contact with pupils and parents by email. Our SET teachers are providing
individualised support to pupils and we have also been in contact with families by phone as necessary.

This week we introduced all pupils to Seesaw, an online learning tool that
is very pupil friendly. Seesaw is simply a method of communicating with
your child. It is an online journal where teachers can set activities for their
pupils and where pupils can complete these activities and easily send their
work to teacher using worksheets, drawings, photos, videos or voice
recordings. Teachers can then give feedback to pupils on their work. Your
child’s teacher has been in contact with all details.

Will we still use the school website and email to post learning activities?
These methods have served us well and we thank all families for engaging with them since 12th March. However,
our staff is keen to use a more interactive, child-friendly platform for remote teaching and learning and that’s
why we chose Seesaw. We will still post work on our website and by email for the next week or two to help
ease the transition to Seesaw. When we return to school, we will continue using Seesaw to help learning.

We think that the you and your child will enjoy interacting with Seesaw. If you need any advice or assistance
with any of our online work, or any other query,
please feel free to email me on
dsweeneysmntardee@gmail.com or contact your child’s teacher using the email address provided on our
website.

Have Courage – Have Hope

If staying at home has taught us anything, it is a greater appreciation for nature and the outdoors. In the
classroom at this time of year, we would be exploring Spring, and the theme of growing and changing. The great
outdoors is bursting into life and birds are busy building nests for their chicks. They say that birds can be heard
singing in the world’s noisiest cities where everything has gone quiet.
These pictures were taken at Mrs Sweeney’s front door where a Song Thrush has built her nest in this tree. Mrs
Sweeney has managed to get some photos but needs to keep her social distance!

Spot the Nest!

Always Hungry!

4 speckled, duck egg blue eggs at Easter

Peace at last – 4 Sleepy Heads!

First 2 chicks hatch out

When I’m a big bird…

Our work for the Discovery Primary Science and Maths Award will soon be submitted by
Ms. Greenan. Lots of project work was completed in school up to 12th March. If you have
any photos from home of science work of any kind, please share them with teacher. Well
done to our pupil in 5th Class who has a home Science Lab in her home school!
Growing Crystals!

This young scientist from 5th Class submitted a very simple but effective experiment for you to try at
home (as you probably won’t have the ingredients to make the crystals!)
Give it a go!

Ingredients:

½ cup of milk, a sprinkle of pepper, a few drops of washing up liquid

Utensils:

A saucer, ear bud/Q-tip

Method:

1. Pour the milk into the saucer and add some pepper onto the top of the milk.
2. Using your Ear bud/Q-tip, dip one end into the washing up liquid and dab it into the centre
of the saucer of milk.

Results:
Watch the pepper spread out to perimeter of the saucer.
Conclusion:
The milk has a surface tension which creates a tiny skin like surface on the milk. This is why some insects can
walk on water, however, when you add washing up liquid to the milk, it breaks the surface tension of the milk
and pushes the pepper out to the sides as it does so.

No School - New Rules!
Our Scoil Mhuire na Trócaire girls are great at following their classroom
and school rules. Now that they are at home I’m sure they are doing
their best to follow the house rules. Here are some rules they can look
at:

Laughter is the Best Medicine!

Why did the crab never share?
Because he’s shellfish!

And now girls, here’s one for your brothers…...!

Our Communion Classes
This weekend we are thinking of all the pupils in the parish who were due to celebrate their
First Holy Communion on 2nd May. Our girls celebrated their First Confession on 2nd March
and were working so hard preparing for First Holy Communion, diligently learning their
prayers and taking part in the parish Do this in Memory Programme. We know they will
make new plans and celebrate at a later date. Their teachers, Mrs O’Malley and Miss
Clinton, made a beautiful PowerPoint presentation for our girls and our School Chaplain, Fr. Slater sends this
kind message:

Dear Second Class,
I hope that you are all well and keeping safe. Isn’t it strange that you are doing your school work at home these
days without the company of your teacher or your classmates, and isn’t it also strange that your first Holy
Communion day that you have been preparing so hard for isn’t going to happen this Saturday. I know that you
have all put in a big effort, especially with your preparation for first confession, and now it seems that all this
hard work and effort may be lost. I can only imagine the disappointment that you are all feeling right now and
perhaps one or two of you are thinking will I ever get to make my first Holy Communion? Well, the answer is
yes, and I can tell you with great certainty that you will be making your first Holy Communion at some stage in
the future, but unfortunately I cannot tell you when. We hope and pray that there will be a swift end to this
horrid virus and many lives are spared, and that we can all begin to live our lives in relative normality again.
I think about you all every day, both you and the boys and girls of the various schools in our parish who were
to be celebrating their first Holy Communion and Confirmation during the months of April and May. Each
morning, as part of my morning prayer I pray for you all that the disappointment and sadness will give way to
great joy and I also know that both Canon Murphy and Father O’Leary are praying hard for you also. So, perhaps
as we enter the month of May, the month of Mary the Mother of God, we will all make a special effort to pray
the Hail Mary for ourselves, our parents, our teachers and priests.
With every blessing, Fr Brian Slater

Our Confirmation Class
We also remember our girls in 6th Class who were also preparing so well with their teacher
Ms McKenna for Confirmation. I am sure the girls are very disappointed. This is only a
temporary setback, and as soon as this health crisis passes, a new date will be set for this very
special celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation.

6th Class 2019-2020

May is Mary’s Month
Scoil Mhuire na Trócaire means Our Lady of Mercy’s school and we’ve always had a strong devotion to Our Lady.
If we were in school every classroom would have a May altar. Why not make a May altar at home? Here is a
picture of Mrs Sweeney’s May altar. I found the beautiful wildflowers as I walked along my country road. If you
don’t have a statue perhaps you could draw a picture of Our Lady. Girls, remember to say your prayers every
day.

We had great fun on World Book Day, with Big Book Breakfast, Story time,
whole school dress up and Guess the Teacher photos.

Thank you for all you are doing for your children and for setting up school at your kitchen tables and doing your
best to help them. We received lovely photos of your home learning, thank you. We look forward to getting
more.

Engineers

Historians

Writers

Gaeilgeoirí óga

Builders and Creators

Feeling Arty

We Care

Tricky Word Practice

Young Environmentalists

Masterchefs

Be Wise, Exercise!

